Video 1 - Adapting to Disability
Can you tell me why I should hire you?
I think that you should hire me, not only for my strong technological and analytical background, that's my degree in computer science and 2 years of IT experience at a large company, but more importantly, because I have many of the personal attributes of a successful salesperson.  I played several different sports when I was younger, and learned the importance of hard work, discipline and perseverance.  I also found that having played in competitive sports, like hockey, comes in handy in various social situations. People seem to warm up to me quickly.  Also, after a life-changing event like my spinal cord injury, I have been able to successfully adapt to the adversities that come with my disability. I have gotten a great education, I have a challenging IT job at a major corporation, which proves my resiliency. I feel that all of these are very important in the sales business. 
Video 2 Apology
Well, it makes sense.  What was your GPA in college?

2.86.

Hmmm.   Do you feel your grades are a good indicator of your academic achievement?

Well, I spent a lot of time on the student senate at UW, and was pretty active in the student chapter of the ACM, which is the Association for Computing Machinery.  I don't want to make too many excuses for the GPA, but these activities were pretty important in my overall education, and I feel that they helped me develop a practical outlook.

Video 3 The Accident
Tell me a little bit about yourself.

Well, let's see.  I was born and raised in Duluth, Minnesota. I started playing hockey when I was 6 years old.  I played organized hockey all through high school, and I was always one of the top scorers.  I also wrestled, and I won gold in the 168 pound weight class, but I ended up taking a hockey scholarship to Lake Head University in Thunderbird, Canada, where I played for 2 seasons, until I had my accident.

An accident?

It was the last minute of the 2nd period, and I jumped off the bench after a puck that was in the open ice went past the Twins' defensive men.  I had a breakaway, and my friend Tony from the Twins was right behind me.  I got a shot off that was deflected into the far corner, and skated behind the net, but I didn't make it.  I went headfirst into the end boards. I was conscious, but I knew something was terribly wrong, and I felt a horrible pain in my neck.  I was put on a back board, and taken to a nearby hospital.

It must have been really a very difficult time for you.

It was, but you know, the discipline I learned playing hockey really helped me get through the spinal injury and the spinal operation.  After the operation, I went through a lot of physical therapy to strengthen my arms and learn to adjust to life in a wheelchair, and then, I transferred to Madison about a year after that.

Video 4  What about travel
So, you know the requirements of the position - there is a lot of travel required in the territory.  Are you comfortable with that?

Absolutely. I love being on the road. We were traveling all the time during hockey season, and I loved it.  Actually, one of the things that makes this job so appealing to me is the opportunity to meet different people. I really like building relationships, and I just want to be a part of the corporate world.

That should be really helpful.

You may have some questions about how I get around with my injury, but after my rehab, I took a Drivers' Ed course to learn to drive with hand controls, and to manage my chair in and out of the car. Really, the way I looked at it was it was no different than learning a new skill in hockey.  My chair is real light, and I can just pop the wheels off and toss them in the back seat. I just pull the frame across my chest and strap it in the passenger's seat. If I have a client with me, I will just put the frame in the back seat with the wheels. It's really no problem at all. Actually, I really have it down to a science.  If I need a rental car, like at the airport,  I will just need a mid-sized car with hand controls.  Usually, I have found that rental companies need about 2 weeks' notice to get a hand controls vehicle for me.  Really, that is the only accommodation I will need.


Video 5  Wheelchairs across Madison
Can you give me another example of a project that you are particularly proud of?

I have a community service example.  

Okay.

After my rehab, I helped organize a fundraiser, Wheelchairs Across Madison, to support wheelchair athletes.  I modeled the event after Jessie's Journey in Canada. I don't know if you have ever heard of Wheelchairs Across Madison or Jessie's Journey, but what I did was speak to the diversity managers of several corporations based in Madison and was able to secure 15 corporate sponsors for the event.  I have never been part of anything like that, but it was a very rewarding experience. 

